Name:  ________________________________________ 
                   English 101/McClinton

Beginning Research

Part 1 

1. What is your topic?    (example:  the effects of violent television on childhood aggression)

___________________________________________________

Finding Background Information 

Use the pink Library of Congress Classification System sheet to guide you to Reference books.

2. Which call number areas best pertain to your topic?    (example:  HQ, P)
______    _______ 
3. Browse the Reference shelves in those areas until you find a book.

List the most useful reference source that you investigated:

Title








       Call Number     Year published

______________________________________________________  
_________
_________

4. What kind of information does this book provide?

· Overview of topic

· Possible narrower topics

· Related words and synonyms 

· History/background of topic

· Bibliography (other sources)

RETURN TO LIBRARY CLASSROOM.

Part 2

5. What are the 2 or 3 main aspects of your topic?  

ex:             children      




 media         


violence

___________________________
____________________________
______________________

6. Brainstorm related and synonymous terms for these aspects:

ex:        
        children      



 media         



violence


        adolescents



television



aggression


        teens, teenagers


cartoons





___________________________
____________________________
______________________

___________________________
____________________________
______________________

___________________________
____________________________
______________________

7. Combine these terms using Boolean AND & OR.  Remember to nest OR terms and use truncation (?,*).  

Boolean searches:  use this space to write out a few possible searches

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

8. Do some Boolean searching in the Library Catalog with the above.  

try several searches until you find good results.
Which Boolean search yielded the best results?  (Please record it here.)

ex:  (media or television) and (child? or youth)

_______________________________________________________________________

9. Keep searching until you find one book that seems relevant.  Record here:

Title








      
Call Number  

______________________________________________________   
__________

What are the subject headings for this book?  

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

10. Search a periodical database like ProQuest or Academic Search Premier for articles pertaining to your topic.  Try keyword, subject, and Boolean searches in order to find a relevant article.  Choose a relevant article and record the information below:

Article title: _______________________________________________________________

Source title: __________________________________________________

Author: ______________________________    Volume # _______   Issue#  ______

11. Is this a scholarly journal, magazine, or newspaper article?

______________________________________________________________________________

What was the most helpful thing you learned today?

______________________________________________________________________________


















Librarian:  Kathy Swart    kswart@pierce.ctc.edu


