Research Strategy Worksheet

First Steps
Research begins with a search for basic information upon which you build future searches.   It is an ongoing process of discovery in which you add to your understanding of a topic or issue through information from a variety of sources.

Keep a record of your ideas as they occur to you and write down the location of information that seems important.  You may want to return to it later.  Use note cards or a notebook-journal to keep your ideas and sources together in one place.
My research question or hypothesis: 
1. Key concepts which describe my topic:  What names, organizations, events, and other terms will help you find information?

[Use these terms to complete the strategy worksheet on the back.]

2. Use the Reference Section to find an overview, facts, and statistics.

3. Use the Online Catalog to identify books and other media in the Library.

4. Use periodical databases to get articles in newspapers, magazines, and journals.

5. Be critical of the information you find…Who is the author?  Who is the author writing for?  Do you trust the author?  Why?  Why not?

Preparing for your search

Use the work from “First Steps” to revise your topic and research question, if necessary. Then use the key words and concepts to develop a search strategy.
	Topic:

	Research question:

 


	Key Concepts
	Key terms and synonyms that express the concept
(people, places, organizations, events, and other terms)

	1.


	 

	2.

 
	 

	3.

 
	 


	Related academic disciplines and call number areas:
(for example, biology, art, history, women’s studies, environmental science, etc.)



	Library of Congress call number areas to browse in:

(use the chart on your handout)




Database Search Strategy

	AND
	Get fewer results by requiring both terms 

Example: mythology AND music

	OR
	Get more results by either term

Example: diet OR nutrition

	NOT
	Get fewer results by eliminating items with an irrelevant word.
Example: three strikes NOT baseball
(Finds information about “Three Strikes You're Out” laws)
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