Information Literacy Assignment
Research in Reverse

Why you are doing this:  

The first step any of us takes in performing research is to a) recognize and define a need for information, and b) formulate questions based on that need. As simple as this seems, it may be the most difficult part of the process and it is the most often overlooked. This exercise will give you the chance to think about how we come up with good questions that will give us the results we want.

You will also be taking the first steps toward constructing a search strategy. Specifically, you will be identifying keywords (potential search terms) that could be used in searching for information on your topic.

How you’ll do it:

In this exercise you will be doing research in reverse. I’m asking you to read the article "Battle over science textbooks roils Texas Education Board" (below) and then begin to figure out:
· What questions does it address?

· How might you find related information?

1. What do you think is the main theme or argument posed by this article?  In 1-2 sentences (no more!) state that theme. 
2. Next, imagine you haven’t seen this article before but you have been wondering about the ideas it discusses. Write a question that this article answers or addresses. Basically, you just need to turn what you wrote for #1 into a question.
3. Now, go through the article and highlight (or circle) key terms that relate to the question you asked. Pay particular attention to terminology that was previously unfamiliar to you (such as "intelligent design"). These words may assist you with subsequent searches for information.  Don’t forget to include the names of key people and organizations!
4. Using these terms, see if you can find another article that compliments this one using one of the library’s databases such as Proquest or Academic Universe.  Be sure the article you find relates to the theme you stated or the question you asked in #’s 1 or 2 above.
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	Abstract (Article Summary)

	Advocates of "intelligent design," the Religious Right's latest variant on creationism are pressuring the Texas Board of Education to include the controversial idea in new biology textbooks. Proponents of intelligent design argue that life is too complex to have come about through natural processes. Meanwhile, critics call the groups' idea as disingenuous by claiming to merely want to instruct students about weaknesses in Darwinian theory.


[image: image1.png]



	Full Text (462   words)


Proponents of "intelligent design" - the Religious Right's latest variant on creationism - are pressuring the Texas Board of Education to include the controversial idea in new biology textbooks.

The board is currently considering adopting 12 new biology texts. But what should have been a routine approval process has become bogged down in a political fight pitting advocates of science education against fundamentalists determined to water down the teaching of evolution in the classroom.

Advocates of intelligent design are led by the Discovery Institute, a Seattle-based organization that argues that life is too complex to have come about through natural processes. The Institute insists it is not a religious group, but critics point out that the only alternative to evolution it offers is the belief that humans must have been designed by God.

Institute critics also say the group is being disingenuous by claiming to merely want to instruct students about weaknesses in Darwinian theory. The underlying theory of evolution, they point out, is no longer considered controversial in the scientific community.

"They're trying to get in anti-evolution material by calling it a weakness," said Steven Schafersman, president of Texas Citizens for Science, a group formed to defend science education in the state.

Samantha Smoot, executive director of the Texas Freedom Network, a statewide Religious Right watchdog group, agreed.

"There is a clear, well-coordinated effort to undermine the teaching of evolution in Texas classrooms," Smoot told the Associated Press. "Intelligent design is just creationism dressed up in a laboratory coat."

The 15-member board held a hearing July 9, taking testimony from dozens of proponents and opponents of intelligent design over four hours. (The board will meet again this month before making a final decision in November.)

During the meeting, board member David Bradley criticized the books for not mentioning creationism and accused opponents of intelligent design of engaging in censorship.

Opponents pointed out that intelligent design has no scientific support and that its promoters have yet to produce any research that has appeared in peer-reviewed scientific journals.

Schafersman, noting that the board is empowered to reject textbooks only if they contain factual errors, said he reviewed the texts and found them to be without error in their writings about evolution.

"All the biology texts are factually accurate and free of errors concerning evolution," Schafersman told the board. "The books do not misrepresent any details of the modern scientific understanding of evolution, nor do they omit scientific information critical of evolution, because there isn't any such information, contrary to what you have been led to believe."

The battle has national implications. Texas is the second-largest purchaser of textbooks in the nation, and publishers often tailor books to meet the state's demands. Those books often end up being used in other states as well.
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