                                                      Library 201    

                                              The Research Notebook

Your notebook should contain a narrative, or journal, including the steps, thought-processes, and reactions you go through in researching your topic and developing a hypothesis. 

The guidelines below should be followed in compiling the information-seeking process you follow in doing your research for your group project, literature review and final research paper. Make certain that you include every step along the way in your exploration of the topic and hypothesis. Percentage figures are given to indicate what percentage each section represents for the overall notebook grade.

1. Define your goals or the purpose of your research. Briefly discuss your topics (s). Consider how you will utilize or act upon the information you are researching. (20%)

2. Use two subject-specific dictionaries or encyclopedias to research your topics and hypothesis: List the title, date and pages for all sources used. It might be helpful to use A.P.A. style in compiling this information. Provide photocopies of pages or summarize the information you found (be sure to include what sources you use for what information!) Evaluate how useful the information is for your topic/hypothesis. (20%).

3. Use databases, catalogues and indexes to locate books and periodicals on your topic/hypothesis. (20%) 

a. What term (s) did you use to locate information on your hypothesis?

b. How did you arrive at successful search words?

c. What kinds of information did you find -- journal articles, popular press, websites, experts in the field? Be brief but complete in your answers. Include all the steps you take in locating the information: keywords, focusing, broadening, brainstorming, talking to others, etc. 

4. Write a statement about why you selected the sources you plan to use for your papers (your group project, individual literature review and your final individual paper). (20%) 

5. In conclusion, summarize your individual approach or learning style, how you worked with other people in your group, and how your style affected your research process. Give an overall reaction to how successful you think your research process was. (20%) 

