Topic Selection and Search Strategy

Assignment #1

1. Select a topic for investigation this quarter.  It can be something for another class paper, a personal information need you have, or something of interest to you.  We will be using it to model the research process and for exploration into different research sources throughout the quarter. I want to approve your topic, to ensure that you can find enough information on it!
Email me your subject and 2 questions or statements about what you hope to research on this topic, based on what you already know about it:

jbetz-zall@ghc.edu
***If you don't know how to use email, please get together with me and I'll go over it.



Topic: _____________________________________________________

2. Go to the Library and browse the Reference section.  Find 2 Reference Books that contain information related to your subject, using the online GHC catalog. List the title and call number for each.  This should be done in person in a library, NOT from an online source like those listed on the library’s webpage!

A.
Title:  
____________________________________________

Call #: 
____________________________________________

B.
Title:

____________________________________________

Call #:
____________________________________________

3. Analyze your topic into main aspects (not all categories apply to all topics!): 

For example, if my topic is Censorship of Music, I might complete the table this way:

	Time
	Place
	Person or Group
	Event or Aspect
	Other


	e.g. 
	1980’s
	United States
	Tipper Gore
	Senate Hearings
	Parental Advisory


	A
	
	
	
	
	


	B
	
	
	
	
	


4. Think about possible keywords/concepts to describe your topic. You are not required to fill all boxes.  However, we will be referring to these ideas in later assignments, so it will be helpful if you think carefully at this point.

	1
	2
	3
	4


	Keyword:
	
	
	
	


	Synonym:
	
	
	
	


	Synonym:
	
	
	
	


	Synonym:
	
	
	
	


5. Sample searches.  Think of some possible search statements, using the concepts and keywords above.  Use your Boolean operators to combine terms.  Although you do not need to fill all the spaces, please list several options.

Example:  (censorship or parental advisory) and (music or lyrics) and senate hearings
	

	

	

	

	


Name:  _________________________________


