ENG. 109 – ASSIGNMENT # 
FINDING SUBJECT ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Name __________________________



Due Date:  _______________________
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to identify and locate relevant subject encyclopedias for a particular topic, using Library of Congress call numbers. 
This is the first of a series of assignments that will help you get started with your final project.

Reference sources are good starting point for the following reasons: 
· Written by experts 

· Provide background information

· provide facts/figures/statistics in an easy to find format

· Provide facts or specific details on a subject

· Highlight major aspects of a topic which may be further explored

· Point to other sources

Part I.  Steps to take:
· Identify the broader category or discipline (sociology, psychology, religion, etc.) that covers each topic.
· Use the attached “Library of Congress Classification System” handout to find the call letters for each topic. 
· Go to the reference stacks, look around that appropriate call number, and locate a subject encyclopedia.
· Write the title of the encyclopedia or reference source in the space provided.

Example:  Global warming 
Academic Discipline:     Climate/Weather (Physics) 
Broader Discipline: Science 
Library of Congress Call letters: 
(Q=Science) & (QC=Physics)
Subject Encyclopedia: McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science & Technology (Q121.M3)




  Encyclopedia of Climate and Weather (QC854.E523)

Principles of Buddhism
Academic Discipline:
_________________
Library of Congress Call letters: ___________

Subject Encyclopedia _____________________________________________________
Treatment of skin cancer

Academic Discipline:
_________________
Library of Congress Call letters: ___________

Subject Encyclopedia _____________________________________________________
Ethical aspects of human cloning
Academic Discipline:
_________________
Library of Congress Call letters: ___________


Subject Encyclopedia _____________________________________________________________  

Part II.  Following the same steps, find a relevant subject encyclopedia for your own research topic and complete the followings. If you cannot find a subject encyclopedia for your topic, look around the call letter to find other reference sources that cover your topic.
Your research topic:
Academic discipline:

Encyclopedia information: 
Title: ___________________________________________________________________________
Editor/author: ____________________________________________________________________
Publisher: _______________________________________________________________________
Place of publication: _____________________________
Date: _______________________
Call number: ________________________
Total number of volumes: ___________________
Essay information:
Essay title: ______________________________________________________________________
Essay’s authors (up to 3; if more than three, name the first one only). Write the author’s last name first, followed by a comma and then first name. Example: Hunter, Smith. 
1st author: _____________________________
2nd author: _____________________________
3rd author: _____________________________
Volume number:___________


Page number: ___________
What did you learn from this essay? In your own work, briefly describe the essay and explain how it can help you with your project.
What are some important keywords? As you are reading this essay, identify and write the names, places, events, etc. that are unique and valuable to your research? 
Note: Please keep this assignment in your assignment portfolio. You will be using this information in completing other assignments and for your final project.    
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