Reference Tools

Speech 110 – Lynn Olson (Pierce)

Scenario –

Students have to research things that happened on their birthday and give a brief speech, usually two weeks after this session.  Their future speech must cover the four bullet points below (“What’s the Content?”).  Patrick (the instructor) wants them to explore reference books and quality websites.  I want them to “unlock” the reference books – to think about the information within and the way the reference book has been organized (a lot of them are chronologies).  I also want them evaluate a source’s usefulness to their immediate need, locating information about their own birthday.  It’s perfectly great if they think a specific tool doesn’t help them much personally.  
They come to the library classroom and sit in groups of 3-5 students. On the tables are about twenty different reference books (and there are two websites if an overflow of students).   Each group has 1-3 books to examine.
With just a little set-up from me and an example, the groups have 10-15 minutes to examine the books on their table so that their group can give a mini-speech about the books they looked at.  The last 20 minutes of class are spent in these mini-speeches.  They are told to address the four criteria (below - Accountable Talk or “Teach the Tool”).  They are told to include all their group members in the presentation so a single student isn’t stuck with the group’s presentation.
I assess the groups’ ability to address those four points and add things they miss or make comments about their specific sources (“Day by Day is a unique source……”).
They are given our MLA citation handout but no instruction is done during this session.
From the Speech Assignment……

	What exactly is the assignment?

To research and write an informative speech about a very special event – the student’s birthday!

What’s the Content?

The speech will cover four main points: 

· An event that occurred during the exact month, day and year the student was born.

· An event that occurred only during the specific month the student was born.

· An event that occurred anytime during the year the student was born.

· An event that happened on the same month and day in history (but some other year)

Speech evaluation includes:

· Outline:  Clearly organized?  Correct format?  Typed?

· Bibliography:  Four sources clearly documented?  Correct format (MLA)? Typed?

· Hardcopies of source information from library (printouts/copies/documentation attached to bibliography)

· Delivery -Time will be called at 4 minutes

· Presentational Aids


Slips of paper I give students……..
	Accountable Talk or “Teach the Tool”:

Prepare to teach your classmates this resource for their research using these questions as concepts you should address.  Plan to present your tool for 3-4 minutes.

· What information/content does this book/website offer?

· HOW IS IT ORGANIZED?     OR    What are the different "access points" you can use?

· What the best and worst thing about this book/website?  (i.e. how was easy/hard to use?)

· Which of your “content” criteria (#1-4) does your resource address the best?


