ENGL 102: Pratt
Library Session I

STEP 1: LOCATE YOUR FILM    

Title of your film: _____________________________________________

Search the library catalog to see if we have your film. If yes, copy down the call number and take it to the circulation desk. The staff member will get it for you from the back room. You may check it out for 1 week.

If the film is not in the Centralia College Library, check the Timberland Regional Library System. You may access their catalog by clicking on “Collections of Other Libraries” on the CC Library web site.

STEP 2: LOOK UP HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ABOUT THE EVENT DEPICTED IN YOUR FILM

Event your film is about: ___________________________________________

Date this event took place: __________________________________________

Again, look in the CC and Timberland library catalogs for books about the event or key people involved in the event.

List the citation for two (2) books about your topic. The citation should include: Author. Title. Place of publication. Publisher. Date. Call number.

STEP 3: LOOK IN REFERENCE BOOKS OR ONLINE REFERENCE DATABASES FOR INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR TOPIC OR KEY PEOPLE.

Try both general and specialized encyclopedias or other reference resources. For example: Grolier Online (off the “Reference Databases” link), World Book, Britannica. There are also encyclopedias devoted just to the various wars.

The 920s section of the reference area contains biographical resources.

List the citation for article in two (2) reference books or databases about your topic or key people. The citation should include: Author of article/section of reference work. Title of article/section of reference work. Title of main work/databases. Publisher. Date. Call number (if applicable).

Pratt ENGL 102: Session II

STEP 4: Find 3 reviews of your movie – from 3 different sources.

Review 1: Use the periodical databases (Proquest or Ebsco) to locate a review of your movie.
List the citation information for the review (author, title of the periodical, title of the article – if there is one other than the film title, date, page),

How does the reviewer rate the movie? Favorable? Unfavorable?

Summarize any compliments/criticisms.

Review 2: Look in the movie-related reference sources to locate a review.
List the citation information for the review (author, title of the article in the reference book – if there is one other than the film title, title of the reference book, publisher, date, page),

How does the reviewer rate the movie? Favorable? Unfavorable?

Summarize any compliments/criticisms.

Review 3: Search the web for a review. You may want to look on the Internet Movie Database [http://www.imdb.com].
List the citation information for the review (author, title of the article within the Web page – if there is one other than the film title , title of the web page, date, web site address),

How does the reviewer rate the movie? Favorable? Unfavorable?

Summarize any compliments/criticisms.

Researching Your Film

	Step

	Resource

	1.   Find your film and note the date the film was released.
	· Rent from a video store. 

· Check library catalogs. CC videos check out for 1 week at a time.

	2.   Research the event or time period depicted in the film.


      Does the movie accurately represent the event, time period, etc.? Are costuming and other details accurate?
	· Look for books in the CC library catalog and those of other local libraries.

· Find short articles in encyclopedias (both hard copies in reference area and online)

· Locate websites using Google and other search engines.

	3.   Research the lives of the individuals depicted in the film.

      Does the movie accurately tell the person’s story? Does it quote their words, and reveal their actions accurately?
	· Locate biographies in the reference section. Reference books with biographies are located primarily in the 920s.

· Find biographies online. Several are listed under Reference Databases > Best Web Reference Sources. 

· Check the library catalog for books about the individuals.

	4.   Use the date-released information to find movie reviews. If your movie is based upon a book, find book reviews.

      What do reviewers say about the film or book? Do they praise the historical accuracy or point to problems?
	· Search the periodical databases (ProQuest and Ebsco Host) for book reviews and other articles about the film, book or historical events/persons.

· Go online to such movie review sites as the Internet Movie Database.

· Look in reference books. Movie-related books are located in the 791.43s.


