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Scenario –

Nursing students have to find, summarize and correctly cite three professional nursing journal articles. Librarians teach them how to distinguish a professional journal from a magazine and how to use EBSCOhost Nursing Health Source.  Depending on the time-frame, we may or may not cover Noodlebib. This example deals only with the “distinguishing journals from magazines” lesson of that session.
The class comes to the library classroom and sits at tables.  On the tables are 3-5 different periodicals.  One or two of the periodicals at each table are magazines, the others are professional journals. (Magazines might include Prevention, Safety & Health, or Science News.  Journals might include AORN, American Journal of Nursing, or Journal of the American Dental Association.)
After some preliminary discussion (see below), the groups have 5 minutes to examine the periodicals on their table and come up with ways to tell the differences between magazines and periodicals. 

Before we begin this segment, I ask the students:

The assignment requires you to choose a professional journal article. How do you tell whether you have a journal or a magazine? What do you think are some of the differences?

They respond with criteria. (Sometimes.  Sometimes they just repeat what their instructor said: “It has to be for a professional audience.”)  

I instruct them to take five minutes, look over the periodicals on their tables, separate them into journals and magazines, and come up with a list of the differences between the two.  
At the end of five minutes the groups report back.  We come up with a list.  I add a few suggestions if I think they’ve missed anything important.  

Note: An assessment I’ve thought of, but haven’t tried due to lack of time, is to then drop printouts from various EBSCOhost database titles on their desks and ask them to designate them as journal articles or magazine articles.
