HUMSEX Psy230 

THE DEBATE
Spring 2009
A debate’s purpose is to develop critical thinking towards any subject. The class will be divided into opposing sides to make informed arguments regarding the success of changing a person’s sexuality from gay to straight (homosexual to heterosexual). You may be asked to argue positively for a perspective that you strongly disagree with. It is certain you have your own opinions and views on this controversial subject, but you are asked to set aside personal perspective and engage in the challenge of presenting your team’s assigned position. Your team has a few days to research and organize your presentations. 

During the week of May 4th - May 8th:
· On Monday, you will be introduced to the concept and structure of a debate and assigned to either an A or a B team.
· On Tuesday, during the library research workshop, access information about both perspectives regarding issues of converting sexual orientation. Shireen will be guiding the class to access specific academic portals and search engines for research.. You will be asked to document all academic portals and search engines accessed for your presentations. Your group will be assigned one of the two debate positions- either Pro or Con.
· On Wednesday meet as a group to discuss, research, strategize, assign specific duties to team members. The groups are large. Conduct yourselves consciously, include everyone, look for people’s talents. Assign three or four people to a task. Sign in with your instructor in the Library. 
· On Thursday practice debate techniques. Sign in with your instructor in the Library. 
· On Friday the formal debate. This will be in the classroom.
Guidelines:

· You may agree or disagree, but be very respectful to your opponents and your own team mates.

· You may question and defend assertively.

· Use appropriate language.

· Remember: everyone is arguing a side they have been assigned, and that may not necessarily be the one they actually believe in.

· Enjoy this! This is role playing. Get into your role. 

DEBATE TIMING

1. Opening statements
Pro team







2 minutes

Con team






           2 minute
2. Facts  presented. 


 

Pro team







4 minutes

Con team






            4 minutes
3. Teams to confer and strategize questions                  

Prepare questions on cards or paper for other side to have during rebuttal development.

Pro team







5 minutes

Con team






          
5 minutes
4. Present questions

Pro team







1 minute

Con team






            1 minute                                            
5. Team confer for rebuttal 
Pro team







5 minutes

Con team






            5 minutes
6. Present rebuttals                                                                         

Pro team







2 minutes

Con team






            2 minutes
7. Closing statements for both sides                                  
Pro team







3 minutes

Con team






           3 minutes

PSY 230 Spring ‘09
CHANGING SEXUAL ORIENTATION FROM GAY TO STRAIGHT DEBATE ASSIGNMENTS

Position: PRO (yes)
Who on your team is doing what.


1. Opening statements   
Powerful, succinct introduction.   

Pro  team members








2. Facts presented. 
Concrete facts. This is the foundation for the team’s position. Events, doctors, proof, public perception, actual data, etc.  

Pro team members







3. Teams to confer and strategize questions                  

During this time teams write questions on cards or paper for other side to have during rebuttal development. This is not prepared ahead. The team discusses, the team members assigned to this task summarize and write a few clear questions. Look for holes in the other team’s argument.
Pro team members








4. Verbally present questions. 

Pro team members








                                             
5. Teams to confer and strategize rebuttal 
During this time teams examine questions from other team. This is not prepared ahead. The team discusses, the team members assigned to this task summarize and organize notes for clear rebuttal to those questions. Look for holes in the other team’s questions.
Pro team members







6. Verbally present rebuttals                                                                         

Pro team members







7. Closing statements for both sides   
Dynamic closing statement.                               
Pro team members








PSY 230 Spring ‘09
CHANGING SEXUAL ORIENTATION FROM GAY TO STRAIGHT DEBATE ASSIGNMENTS

Position: Con (no)
Who on your team is doing what.


1. Opening statements   
Powerful, succinct introduction.   

Con  team members








2. Facts presented. 
Concrete facts. This is the foundation for the team’s position. Events, doctors, proof, public perception, actual data, etc.  

Con  team members







3. Teams to confer and strategize questions                  

During this time teams write questions on cards or paper for other side to have during rebuttal development. This is not prepared ahead. The team discusses, the team members assigned to this task summarize and write a few clear questions. Look for holes in the other team’s argument.
Con  team members








4. Verbally present questions. 

Con  team members







                                             
5. Teams to confer and strategize rebuttal 
During this time teams examine questions from other team. This is not prepared ahead. The team discusses, the team members assigned to this task summarize and organize notes for clear rebuttal to those questions. Look for holes in the other team’s questions.
Con  team members







6. Verbally present rebuttals                                                                         

Con  team members








7. Closing statements for both sides   
Dynamic closing statement.                               
Con  team members







