Evaluating Internet Sources
Answer the questions below about the best website you have found for your topic.   

Attach one page of the website to this sheet.
What is your research topic?  __________________________________________________ 

What is the web address\URL of the website you are evaluating? ___________________________ 

What is the title of the website?  ________________________________________

What is the title of this webpage?_____________________________________________ 

What is the domain name? _____________What clues does this give you? _____________________________

Author 

Who is the author? (If an individual author is not named, is there a link to a “home page” to see who is sponsoring the page?)  _____________________________________________________ 

What credentials does the author have?  _________________________________________________ 

Rate this webpage for authority

	Excellent
	Very Good
	OK
	Fair
	Poor


Date 

What is the date that the information was posted/updated?  _______Is your topic time-sensitive so that you can only use the most updated information or is your topic more historically oriented? _____________________________

Rate this article for currency
	Excellent
	Very Good
	OK
	Fair
	Poor


Special Features/Works Cited 

Is there a works cited page?  _______________________________ What kinds of web pages are linked from this site? __________________________________________  How do these pages supplement the information given?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rate this article for special features/works cited 

	Excellent
	Very Good
	OK
	Fair
	Poor


Purpose/Tone 

What is the overall tone and bias of the webpage? ___________________________________________________

What kind of information is found at this website? ________________________________________________ 

Who is the intended audience?  ________________________________________________ 

What does the “homepage” or “about” page tell you about the purpose of the site? ______________________________________________________________________

Rate this article for purpose/tone 

	Excellent
	Very Good
	OK
	Fair
	Poor


Content 
To what depth does the web site/page cover the topic?  (Is it a surface treatment or is it in-depth?)  How can you tell?  __________________________________________________________________________

Rate this article for content
	Excellent
	Very Good
	OK
	Fair
	Poor


How comfortable are you using this webpage for academic research? _________________________________

