Content Evaluation Checklist


Whenever you get results from a search you should always evaluate the information.  The following questions should help you establish the credibility of your search results.  The blank space on the right is there in case you need to write things down.

	Authority:  

Who wrote this stuff?  Why should I believe him/her?  Is s/he an expert in the field?  Are they affiliated with an important educational institution or research agency?
	

	Currency:
When was this originally published?  Has more come out on this subject since then?  
	

	Accuracy:
Where did these facts and figures come from?  Can we verify them against their original source or other sources?  Is this quotation taken out of context?
	

	Scope/Coverage:
Does this information go as far/deep as is needed to answer my question?  Is this database's focus too narrow/broad for my topic?
	

	Objectivity:
Is this information biased?  Does the writer have an axe to grind against the topic?  Is his/her viewpoint skewing the picture?
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