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Who: 

IESL Level 4 students

(Intensive English as a Second Language program enrolls international students exclusively in a curriculum that prepares them to matriculate as a college student at GRCC. Level 4 is typically the last level that students complete before taking the COMPASS test for placement into college courses.)

What:

Brainstorming vocabulary words for database searching

Why:

Students are writing a paper “on a subject that interests them”. 

The Flaw:
“a subject that interests them”

Without guidance from the instructor, subjects range from “Korea” to “fascination with celebrities” to “how to run a restaurant”, so the librarian feels the need to address topic scope (“Korea” is too big), defining the major concepts (What are the important components of restaurant management? Which ones should be the focus of the paper?), and “do-ability” (Will I find the kind of information to support my ideas in the available databases?), before even introducing the ideas of narrower terms, synonyms, etc. 
