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Information Hierarchies

In Search of a Term

To broaden or narrow a search

Search results are often improved when we decide to broaden (make it more general), narrow (make it more specific) or simply change the search term.  The search products we use to find information (search engines, databases) often have features included in the product to help us select alternative search terms.  Look for features with words like subject, topic or thesaurus in the title.  Some examples are below. These are the results, when Health Foods was entered in the search term box.




What are you looking for?
Choose three possible search terms for your research project and brainstorm for alternative terms (broader, narrower, synonyms).


[image: image2.png]


Choose a database (from the above examples, or one you prefer for your research) and find the hierarchy that is offered.  Try the search terms you selected above and compare the alternatives with the ones you brainstormed and listed. 

Questions, comments, epiphanies
Write a short response paper, commenting on: What database you selected

Does it have a hierarchy function?  What is it called?

Were there any surprises?  Frustrations? 

How closely did your brainstorm terms match the hierarchy terms?

Give some examples.

Epiphanies?

(be ready to be grilled by the instructor in class, oh, pardon me, be ready to discuss in class)

Information Literacy Competency


Access the needed information effectively and efficiently
Ethnic NewsWatch uses:


Thesaurus





Use instead: (Natural & Organic foods)


Use for: (health foods)


Broader term: (natural products)


Narrower term: (organic tomatoes)


Related terms: (organic farming)








Our Library Catalog uses:


Library of Congress Subject Headings


Use Natural Foods


UF (used for) Health Foods


		Organic Foods


BT (Broader term) Food


RT (Related term) Cookery (natural foods)


NT (Narrower term) 


SA (See Also)








ProQuest uses:


The Topics tab





health foods�    � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=LSU%28%7BHEALTH+FOODS%7D%29&clientId=1971&SSI=0&TGID=2&RQT=305" �View� documents�    � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=LSU%28%7BHEALTH+FOODS%7D%29&clientId=1971&SSI=0&SortBy=N&TGID=2&RQT=460" �Narrow� by related topic


health foods AND Food�    � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=%28LSU%28%7BHEALTH+FOODS%7D%29+AND+LSU%28%7BFOOD%7D%29%29&clientId=1971&SSI=1&TGID=2&RQT=305" �View� documents�    � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=%28LSU%28%7BHEALTH+FOODS%7D%29+AND+LSU%28%7BFOOD%7D%29%29&clientId=1971&SSI=1&SortBy=N&TGID=2&RQT=460" �Narrow� by related topic


Natural & organic foods�    � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=%28LSU%28%7BNATURAL+%26+ORGANIC+FOODS%7D%29+OR+LSU%28%7BNATURAL+FOODS%7D%29%29&clientId=1971&SSI=5&TGID=2&RQT=305" �View� documents


� HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1140740242&SST=4&SSM=C&SQ=%28LSU%28%7BNATURAL+%26+ORGANIC+FOODS%7D%29+OR+LSU%28%7BNATURAL+FOODS%7D%29%29&clientId=1971&SSI=5&SortBy=N&TGID=2&RQT=460" �Narrow� by related topic�








Ebsco uses:


The Subject Terms tab





Natural foods


	Broader Terms 	Food


	Narrower Terms	Natural beef


	Related Terms	Cookery (natural foods)


	Used for 	FOOD, Natural


			HEALTH foods


			NATURAL food


			ORGANIC food


			ORGANIC foods


			ORGANICALLY GROWN FOODS








PubMed uses:


MeSH Database





See Also:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=mesh&list_uids=68015623&dopt=Full" �Diet, Macrobiotic�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=mesh&list_uids=1000048&dopt=Full" �All MeSH Categories �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=mesh&list_uids=1000074&dopt=Full" �Technology and Food and Beverages Category �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=mesh&list_uids=68019602&dopt=Full" �Food and Beverages �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=mesh&list_uids=68005502&dopt=Full" �Food �


Foods, Specialized 


Health Food
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Term #2
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